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SUBJECT: RWANDA: HEALTH/FP UP-DATE 

1 . SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL FOR SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC PROBLEMS CHAIRED 
BY SECGEN OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT MET 
ON APRIL 18 AND 19 TO HEAR REPORTS ON (A) RECENT MELBOURNE 
CONFERENCE WHICH DEALT PRIMARILY WITH BILLINGS METHOD 
(RWANDAN PARTICIPANTS' TRAVEL FUNDED UNDER SPA) AND (B) 
PATHFINDER-SPONSORED OBSERVATION TOUR BY SEVERAL KEY RWANDANS 
TO FP ACTIVITIES IN KENYA, TUNISIA AND MAURITIUS. 

COUNCIL ALSO DISCUSSED VARIOUS POTENTIAL FP METHODS, NATIONAL 
FERTILITY SURVEY. DESIRABILITY OF HEALTH AND FP EDUCATION 
PROGRAM, PATHFINDER AND GOR SPONSORED INTER-AFRICAN SEMINAR 
ON MCH AND FP TO TAKE PLACE IN RWANDA THIS SUMMER AND 
POSSIBLE RESETTLEMENT SCHEME FOR RWANDANS IN TANZANIA. 

2. COUNCIL RECOMMENDED FOLLOWING: 

A. ACTION BY GOR TO MAKE EVERY SECTOR OF POPULATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AWARE OF ALL FP METHODS. 

B. DESIGN OF UNIQUE NATIONAL FP PROGRAM UNDER SUPERVISION 
OF AN INDEPENDENT PUBLIC INSTITUTION. 

C. NECESSARY MEASURES BY GOR TO START PILOT PROGRAMS 
IN EXISTING HEALTH CENTERS. 
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D. TRAINING OF MOTIVATED PERSONNEL IN MATTERS OF FP. 

E. EFFORTS BY ALL DEVELOPMENT SECTORS TO ASSURE SUCCESSFUL 
FP PROGRAM. 

F. CONSIDERATION OF EMIGRATION PROGRAM TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
RESPECT FOR INDIVIDUALS WISHES AND WELFARE IN COUNTRIES 
WILLING TO RECEIVE THEM. 

3. COMMENT: PARAS ONE AND TWO INDICATE RATHER REMARKABLE 
CONTINUATION TO EVENTS IN FP SECTOR AND ADDS FUEL TO OUR BELIEF 
THAT USG HAS VERY POSITIVE PROGRAM POSSIBILITIES THIS FIELD 
WHICH WILL BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BY AID DESIGN TEAM SCHEDULED 
TO ARRIVE KIGALI IN NEXT MONTH OR SO. 

4. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

LESSER 
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